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i have a sword, said the woodcutter. and you? cried hatim tai. i have a
sword too, but none to match yours. a good axe, a good horse, and a good
sword are of more use to me than a bunch of old rusty swords. and i have

a little time and money, which is more than you can offer. then the
woodcutter, seeing that there was no escape, began to regret his decision
and reflected that if he failed he would lose his wife, his children and all he

had. however, his wife was a patient, brave, and strong woman and her
indomitable spirit made him persevere in the face of his fears. he raised
his axe and the woodcutter struck at hatim tai's head, but he missed.
hatim tai was ready for him and he easily parried the blow and, with a cry
of pain, let the axe fly past his head. he said: god curse your luck, you are
still young, he said, and you will live to see me dead. my wife and i, said
the woodcutter, are past middle age and i doubt whether we shall see
tomorrow's sun. then he began to reflect that he was not so very old and
that he might outlive hatim tai. but he did not wish to be the next victim of
his axe. he continued to charge hatim tai, who was now determined to
take his life. the woodcutter charged, hatim tai parried the blow and ran
on and the woodcutter followed him. the woodcutter was now trapped
between two dangers. if he failed, he would lose his wife and children and
all he had. if he succeeded, he would get his reward but be condemned to
an ignominious death. he had little time to reflect, and the axe was
already ready for his head. he struck but hatim tai stopped the blow with
his sword. he said: if you cut off my head, i will chop off your head; and he
brought his axe down.
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